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	Steve Reich's "Music For 18 Musicians" at Open’er Festival!
	 
	 

	 

	Steve Reich is one of the most outstanding contemporary composers and an active performer of his own works. He was born in New York and remains close to it. Involved in music since childhood, he developed over the years to master the simplicity. He has reached this level in the golden years of minimalism with "Drumming" and "Music For 18 Musicians". He received the Grammy Award, as well as many others. His music is performed by the world's most important orchestras and ensembles, including London Symphony Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Ensemble Modern and London Sinfonietta. He inspired many artists such as Brian Eno, Peter Gabriel, David Bowie, Jonny Greenwood and Pat Matheny and became an exemplary artist for followers of minimalism, as well as " the godfather of DJ culture. Nonesuch Records released a homage to him, "Reich Remixed ,"in 1999. It included new versions of his songs as performed by modern artists, including Coldcut, Dj Spooky, Howie B, D Note, Ken Ishii or The Orb. His most recent work, the Radiohead-inspired "Radio Rewrite", premiered in London this March. 
On April 24, we celebrated the 37th anniversary of the first performance of Steve Reich's "Music for 18 Musicians”. This work is a landmark for all American minimalism, a contemporary music classic. The work for cello, violin, two clarinets, four grand pianos, three marimbas and four female voices may be performed by more musicians than the 18 mentioned in the title. It was performed without the score, like a rock band does, understanding their leader instantly. The Ensemble Modern first performed the work from the score in the 1990s. Reich wrote the notation especially for them, as no musicians were able to perform the work before. To this day, the song is cited as an inspiration for many electronic and alternative artists. At Open'er, Reich will be accompanied by The Ensemble Modern, who perform over 100 times a year in venues full to capacity.

			
			
	 
	 
	 

	Paweł Althamer & Grupa Nowolipie in Open'er Gallery this year!
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	Paweł Althamer is a sculptor, collaborative artist, and creator of installations and video art, one of the most fascinating and important contemporary Polish artist. From the beginning of his artistic career, Althamer worked in various media, from classic performance techniques, happenings and "action" art to the discipline he founded his education on: sculpture. His works were exhibited during prestigious International Art Exhibitions in Venice and Berlin, as well as in Centre Pompidou, Gugenheim Museum in Berlin and Tate Liverpool. This year, works by Paweł Althamer at the 55th International Art Exhibition - The Encyclopedic Palace in Venice.
Paweł Althamer's work is now created in collaboration with Grupa Nowolipie, operating in assoociation with the National Artistic Centre in Wola, Warsaw. As usual, we won't reveal the details of the Open'er Gallery work, but it will definitely be a large-format creation, and all Open'er visitors will be able to be a part of its last stage. On the other hand, the events of one Open'er night will continue the performance "Pramień Sonca" (2012), which first took part on the night of May 17/18, 2012 in Minsk, Belarus. In the capital of Belarus, meeting a few friends in the street can be called an illegal gathering, when clapping in the street gives a long sentence in prison and where authorities wanted to control nearly everything, over 150 people in golden spacesuits marched 3 kilometres on the main road to greet the sunrise. They've overcome their fear to meet their hope of the better day. In Gdynia on the festival night, we're also planning a special concert and a night march towards the rising sun open to all festival goers.

	Photo of Paweł Althamer courtesy of the Foksal Gallery Foundation
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Tickets and more info at "

ﬁ}.pl and www.heineken.pl
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