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	Mickiewicz and Jelinek under one rooftop, in the Open'er theatre tent! Two excellent theatre plays of last seasons: the hurtful "A Winter's Journey" by Maja Kleczewska and a surprising interpretation of "The Forefathers' Eve" directed by Radosław Rychcik form this year's Theatre line-up,conceived, as in previous years, in cooperation with Nowy Teatr in Warsaw.
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	"A Winter's Journey"

	Maja Kleczewska's play was one of the most famed premieres in the 2013 season. Named the key play of the year by "Polityka" weekly and "Dwutygodnik", it is a work on people lost in a labyrinth of words, buried alive, overpowered with terms, meanings, the past, the lost, grievances, photos, memories. Written by Austrian literary Nobel Prize winner, awarded with one of the most prestigious German drama awards: the 2011 MülheimerDramatikerpreis, this autobiographical work was confronted with the highly mediatised Natascha Kampusch and Elisabeth Fritzl cases. After the premiere show, Jacek Wakar wrote that "in the poignant "A Winter's Tale", Maja Kleczewska takes us to hell, clashing lyricism with cruelty. A beautiful, yet terrifying staging." "Dwutygodnik" critic Paweł Soszyński added: "'A Winter's Journey' matches extreme perspectives; the poetry in Schubert's song cycles and Jelinek's linguistic persecutory delusion (...) as well as a directorial summary of Kleczewska's own theatre, its mechanisms, formal obsessions and dramatic fixations."  "A Winter's Journey" was created with joined budgets and artistic teams of Polish Theatre in Bydgoszcz and Powszechny Theatre in Łódź.

	"Dziady" / "The Forefather's Eve"
	 
	 

	Can the most important Polish national work be read in an universal, pop-cultural manner? Can Gustaw be replaced by a hippie, and Józio and Rózia, by "The Shining" twins? It can all happen in this play by Radosław Rychcik, to a surprising effect. His interpretation of "Dziady" / "The Forefather's Eve" is an unabided approach to both form and contents of the work by Mickiewicz, and finally, a hommage to freedom and tolerance.  "The history of humanity is a history of the media, from the press, radio and TV to the Internet and social networks. Our past and memory are for ever dependent on them, identical to them. Nevertheless, each of these media speaks a different language. "Dziady" also need to be pronounced - and heard - in a different manner. Let "Dziady" concern the entire mankind. Let the words of the prophet poet speak about us. Let the dedication to Part III of the work include new names: Martin L. King, Malcolm X, John F. Kennedy… Because "Dziady" are theatre and magic at the service of inclusiveness and tolerance. A voice on racism and removing the dichotomies: black and white, good and bad, master and slave. This theatre promises no truth; it guarantees there will be lies - at the intention of moving the audience and experiencing the cleansing community of the drama," says the director in an official release. "Dziady / A Forefather's Eve" only premiered in Tadeusz Łomnicki's Teatr Nowy in Poznan this March, and yet managed to make it to e-teatr.pl's Top 25 plays in Poland on the eve of 25th anniversary of first democratic elections in Poland, and earned the Grand Prix of the 39th Theatrical Confrontations in Opole "The Polish Classics in 2014". Rychcik's vision is greeted with enthusiastic reviews, regardless of the author's political views - not a rule in today's theatrical milieu.

	Tickets on sale at OPENER.PL and Ticketpro & eBilet outlets.
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